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ABSTRACT. The geosite “Deaf Stones” is a group of rock pinnacles among acid Priabonian-Oligocene tuffs and rhyolites formed 25-35 Ma ago. 
The object is declared natural landmark in 1972. It is situated at 620 m altitude in the land estate of the village of Dubovets, Haskovo District. The 
rock pinnacles are formed among the materials of two volcanic units – formation of the Lozen acid volcanic activity and formation of the second acid 
volcanic activity. They have the form of broken rock girder with total length 400 m and thickness 30-40 m along the ridge of the “The Forest” bank 
east of “St. Marina” Peak. Deaf Stones are of aesthetic and archaeological value. The main landmarks of the geosite are the numerous cuttings in 
the rocks. Beginning from 2008 the archaeological research show that the “Deaf Stones” site is a complex of more than 300 ancient rock-cut 
trapezium-like niches. Cultural layers of two phases of the Iron Age were established, as well as traces of Antique and Middle Ages inhabit. Of 
special importance is the discovery of three-nave church from the early Byzantine epoch, which has been used up to the late Middle Ages. There 
are also natural rock niches and cave-like formations in the area of the rock pinnacles, and some of these are rather large. According to the 
methodology for estimation of geological phenomena in Bulgaria “Deaf Stones” correspond to the criteria for geosite of national importance. 
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