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ABSTRACT. Two basic structural types of calcretes are studied in details in Southeast Bulgaria – massive and nodular. More rarely pizoidal 
calcretes and dolocretes are encountered. The massive calcretes comprise mainly micrite. In some varieties, in addition to the calcitic and dolomitic 
micrite, clay minerals are frequent. Desiccation cracks are common in the two types. The cracks are filled with microsparitic and sparitic mosaics. In 
most of the calcretes, plant roots or other biogenic structures are not observed. This suggests that the calcretes were deposited by ground waters. 
The ground water calcretes are formed by displacive growth of calcite, mainly because of evapotranspiration and degassing of ground waters. 
Typical pedogenic calcretes are rarely observed. 
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