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University of Mining and Geology “St. Ivan Rilski”, 1700 Sofia; sinsky@mgu.bg 
 
ABSTRACT. The “Split Stone”, known as well as “Hundred Sheep“, is an imposing rock assemblage composed of 95 m high disjointed rocks. The 
latitude of the rock basement is 800 m on top of the ridge between Smolyanovtsi village and Ogosta River valley near Prevala village, Montana 
District. Geologically the geosite falls into the Montana Unit in the south limb of Montana anticline. The phenomenon is formed into motley Permian 
brecciaconglomerate of the Vran Formation and some authors consider it as the most eastern group of the Belogradchik rocks. It has the shape of 
a broken stone monument, composed of three upright rocks with common basement. The prerequisite for appearance of such relief forms are due 
to the formation of the Balkan during Illyrian tectonic phase when the Paleozoic rocks were folded and fold axes became cracked and weak. Later 
due to uneven weathering these fantastic erosional forms were shaped, providing unique beauty of the landscape all over the region between 
Smolyanovtsi and Belogradchik. Despite of its spectacular appearance this geosite has still not been subject of protection. According to the 
methodology for estimation of geological phenomena in Bulgaria “Hundred Sheep“ meets the requirements for geosite of national importance.  
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