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“PINE STONE” – THE MOST IMPRESSIVE BUTTE IN THE BELOGRADCHIK ROCKS 
Dimitar Sinnyovsky, Irena Vassileva, Rumen Ivanov, Ivaylo Voutev 
University of Mining and Geology “St. Ivan Rilski”, 1700 Sofia; sinsky@mgu.bg 
 
ABSTRACT. “Pine Stone”, also known as “Borovitsa Stone” or “Borovitsa Rock”, is located near the village Borovitsa near the town of 
Belogradchik. It is a separate geosite outside the protected area of Belogradchik Rocks. With its 113 m Pine Stone is the highest rock in the area 
and falls under the category "butte", used in western states to indicate the rock monoliths such as "Gloves" in Monument Valley, Utah. It was 
declared a natural landmark back in 1976 but was not popular a  the “Schoolgirl”, the “Madonna”, the “Monks” and other rock sculptures of famous 
“Belogradchik Rocks”. This is due to the remoteness of the rock assemblage, situated close to the town. Besides its imposing shape “Borovitsa 
Rock” has an interesting but partially preserved history. On the north side are stored round holes, which suggest they are remnants of an ancient 
Roman bridge connecting the rock with rocks arc in the north. Adjacent to the rock is situated a medieval Christian church, which is under 
restoration. These historical landmarks increase the geoconservation value of the rock, and its inclusion in the expanded protected area of the 
Geopark “Belogradchik Rocks” and construction of tourist infrastructure will contribute to rapid promotion and inclusion in geotrails. 
 

 
”,  “ ” 

 “ ”  
, . , 

 (43.59074, 22.73084).  
 

,  
 220 . .  1976 .  250  

 
 0,7 ,  

. 
 
 

 “  “ ” –  
 15 . 

”.  2000 .  
 
 

.  

, “ ”  
 

 “ ”  
, . 

 
,  

,  
 “ ”.  

 “  
” ( , 2004).  

 
 

(Tronkov, Sinnyovsky, 2011)  
 “butte”,  

 
 “ ”  

. 
 
 



 

63 

 
”  

 
,  

. . 
 ( . 1), 

.  
 

, , -
 5  

30 cm ,  
.  

 200  550 m. . 

 
.  

,  
.  

 
 

 
    “ ”  

,  
.  

,  
 –  113 m, 

 180 m,  120 m.  

 
 

. 1.  “ ”, . (2006): 1 – :  
; 2 –  ( ): ; 3 –  ( ): ; 4 -

 (  – ): ; 5 – , , 
 ( ): , , ; 6 –  (  

): , ,  ( ):  
; 7 – ,  ( ):  
; 8 –  ( ): , , , , , , 

; 9 –  ( ): , ; 10 –  ( ?):  
; 11 – ?: , ; 12 –  ( ?):  

, , ; 13 – ; 14 – ; 15 – ; 16 –  

 



 

64 

 
 

. 2.  (113 m )  
”  “butte”,  

 
,  “ ”  

”  
 

 
 “butte”,  

 
 “ ”  

 ( . 2).  
 

 
 

. 3.  “ ”  
. , 

,  
,  

 
” ,  

,  
 ( . 3).  

, 
. 

.  
,  

. 

. 
”  
,  

,  
,  

.  
 

 “ ”  
,  

 ( . 4).  

 
 
. 4.  “ ”  

,  
 

 
,  

,  
,  

. 
 

 
 

. 5.  “ ”  
, ,  

,  
 

 
 

,  
.  

 

 
 
. 6.   

 
 



 

65 

,  
, ,  

 ( . 5-6).  
 

, . 
 

 
,  

.  3 km  
, . 

,  “ ” ( . falco - 
, ).  

 

 
 

. 7.   
 
    

,  “  
”  ( . 7)  

 ( . 8) ,  
 18  
,  

. 
 

 
 

. 8.  
 
     

,  
.  

”,  
, .  

 441-447 .  
 

 “ ”  
,  

 
. ,  

,  
 ( . 

9). , 
 “ ”. 

 
 

,  
 

.  
 

 
 

. 9.  “ ”  
,  

 
 

 “ ”  
,  

 ( ) . .  4  
 50 cm,  

. 
 “ ” ,  

 II-III . 
 

,  
 “ ” 

, 1969),  “ ”.  
,  

,  
 

.  
,  

. 
 

 
, “ ” 

,  
.  

 
.  

,  
,  

.  
.  

 
.  

 
”  

 
.  



 

66 

,  
 

.  
. 

 
.  

 02-72  “ ”. 
 
 

 
, ., . , . , . , . 

, . , . , . , . 
. 2006a.  

 1:50000, . . K-34-21-  ( )  K-
34-22-A ( ). .,  

,  
. 

, ., . , . , . , . 
, . , . , . . 2006 . 

 
 1:50000,  K-34-

21-  ( )  K-34-22-A ( ). ., 
,  

, 108 . 
, . 1969. “ ”. : , ., . , 

, ., 179-182. 

, . 2004. “ ”, . , 
. – . , 11, 4, 2-5. 

, ., . . 1963.  
.  

). – . . , . 
. ., 5, 69-97. 

, . 1963.  
,  

. – . . 
, . . ., 5, 171-196. 

, . 1995. . : , . ( .) 
 

 1:100000, . . . .,  “ ”, 
49-68. 

, ., . . 1972.  
. ,  

. – . . ., . . ., 24, 
19-39.  

Tronkov, D., D. Sinnyovsky. 2011. Belogradchik rocks in 
Bulgaria – geological setting, genesis and geoconservation 
value. – Geoheritage, 3, 2 (in press). 

 
 

 
 “ ”,  

 

 


