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ABSTRACT. The “Upright Stones” are one of the most famous geological landmarks in Bulgaria. They are unique microbial carbonate columns, 
developed among the Eocene sands of the Dikilitash Formation in the vicinity of Beloslav town, Varna district. Their aesthetic and scientific value is 
the reason for their wide popularity among Bulgarian citizens and guests of our Black Sea coast and are therefore subject to continuous tourist flow. 
Their geological structure, genesis and age have been subject of dozens of scientific publications. Despite the detailed analysis, so far there is no 
unambiguous assessment of their geoconservation value. The “Upright Stones” are popular geological phenomenon with extremely high 
geotouristic potential, part of which is the possibility of storage in museum collections. A good prerequisite for this is their microbial origin. Bacterial-
algal miniatols of different shapes and sizes allow the transport of smaller specimens and their preservation in a museum environment. The subject 
of the present paper is educational value of the bacterial-algal bioherms and accompanying fossils. Besides the vertical columns, Dikilitash 
Formation contains inexhaustible amount of nummulitids making the region of the “Upright Stones” one of the largest deposits of perfectly 
preserved large foraminifers in the world. This creates prerequisites for the development of museum minicollections with high exchange value in 
international exchange of fossils. 
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