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THE GEOLOGICAL PHENOMENON “GARVANETS” NEAR DOLNI PASAREL VILLAGE, SOFIA DISTRICT 
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ABSTRACT. The geological phenomenon “Garvanets” is situated in the land estate of Dolni Pasarel Village, Sofia District, on the right riverside of 
Iskar River forming a 700 m long and 216 m wide strip with WNW-ESE direction. The site is a natural assemblage of rock compositions formed in 
the Anisian sugar-like tectonically brecciated dolomites of the Bosnek Formation in the Southeast part of Lozenska Mountain. The assemblage is 
represented by 4 groups of rock sculptures resembling pyramids, towers, people and animals up to some scores of meters in height. According to 
classification of the geological phenomena, “Garvanets” is referred to the geosites of aesthetic value, and according to the methodology for 
estimating of geological phenomena it corresponds to the criteria for geosites of national importance. There are cultural, historical, tourist and 
hydrotechnical landmarks (“St. St. Peter and Pavel” Monastery, “European Kale” and “Ravulsko Kale” Ruins, the memorial of Captain Dimitar 
Spisarevski, “Peyuva Buka” Chalet, “Lozenska Mountain” ecotrail, “Pasarel” Dam) in the surroundings of the geological phenomenon, that let it to 
become an attractive and mass visited tourist site.  
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