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ABSTRACT. This article is a brief overview of the status of the Russian mining industry, including the description of the most important at this time local mining areas 
but also reflects the views of experts on the possibility to form a cluster network in the mining industry of Russia. Nowadays the problem of Russia's mining industry is 
such that there is a need for formation of cluster cooperation in mining industry, as a tool for development of the industry and the economy of Russia as a whole, and 
this problem is recognized both by the Heads of State and leading the industry, but is confronted with insufficient readiness of the structures at regional level and also 
under-developed local legal regulations. But despite the existing difficulties, the necessity of forming a cluster cooperation in the mining industry is evident, not only 
because it will increase the competitiveness of the industry but will also give impetus to economic and social development of regions. The article provides a definition 
of industrial cluster, it is proposed that the classification of clusters and describe the conditions necessary for their creation through examples of real objects from 
mining-processing industry. Presented in this article are based on data held in the last 5 years of research in the field. 
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